
Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Safe Communities for Illinois (SCIL) program?
A program developed in 2013 for 20 at-risk communities in the Chicago area reaching out to 
African-American and Hispanic males 18-34.

What is the purpose of SCIL?
To save lives! SCIL seeks to save lives through applying a collective, comprehensive approach to raising
awareness within the identified 37 high-risk communities in Chicago about safe driving practices. This 
life-saving initiative will be a collaborative effort to reduce fatalities by building partnerships with elected
officials, traffic safety advocates, grassroots organizations and businesses to communicate our messages
through literature distribution, sponsoring, participating and/or attending activities to promote this initiative
within these communities.

How do I get involved with the SCIL Program?
You're here! Browse our website at www.scilchicago.com and see what we're all about. There's lots of
ways to be involved -- as a grantee, a volunteer or an organizer. Contact us at grants@scilchicago.com.

When does the SCIL Program take place?
January 27, 2014 - Request for Application released 
February 14, 2014 –Application Deadline
Project Term: Seven Months (February 2014 – September 30, 2014)

Who are we trying to reach?
SCIL Grantees reach out to the identified 37 high-risk neighborhoods in the Chicago area by contacting
and utilizing organizations, businesses, churches, alderman, etc., to help spread the traffic safety 
message during three of IDOT’s major seat belt and alcohol campaigns and two elective campaigns. 

City of Chicago Community Areas and SCIL High-risk Communities:
Fuller Park North Center Montclare South Shore
Archer Heights Forest Glen West Garfield Park West Englewood
Mount Greenwood Armour Square Auburn Gresham Woodlawn
Near South Side Rogers Park Logan Square East Garfield Park
Austin Garfield Ridge Greater Grand Crossing Burnside
Humboldt Park Washington Heights Calumet Heights Pullman
Lower West Side Englewood Portage Park South Chicago
Grand Boulevard Oakland West Town Chatham
Avondale Avalon Park Near North Side Washington Park
Loop
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Why was the SCIL Program developed?
• Reduce the number of vehicle injuries and fatalities among at-risk males ages 18-34 within the 
city of Chicago.

• Increase seat belt usage among males ages 18-34.
• Decrease impaired driving among males ages 18-34.
• Increase the awareness of IDOT/DTS' safety programs and associated materials. 
• Help local agencies and communities incorporate IDOT's traffic safety messages and programs into    
their current and future outreach activities.

• Make "Zero Fatalities a Reality.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO PROJECT BUDGET:

Can I include other types of training in my line item?
No, only IDOT/UIC approved trainings are allowable.

Does the grant cover organizational development?
No.

Is personnel and contract services an allowable cost?
Yes. Project employees and contracted services should be budgeted appropriately and justified in the
budget narrative.

Is there an administrative cap on how much the budget can be used for salaries for paid staff?
No, but it must be reasonable for the specific function/activity related to the approved project and 
further the goals of SCIL.

Is food an allowable project cost?
No. Food is not an allowable cost.

How will we receive funds?
Funds are issued on a reimbursement basis. Grantees must cover the upfront cost of project 
expenditures and submit documentation to UIC-SPH for each approved qualified project expense.
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